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In response to the Office action of December 06, 2006, Examiner has requested an 
election between claim Groups I, II and III. 

Applicant hereby elects Claim Group II, claims 16-26 and 45. 

However, it is submitted that Claim Group I, drawn to a method, should also be examined 
along with Claim Group II. Note that the only independent claim in Claim Group I is claim 1 
and in Claim Group II is claim 16. Both require blasting the object with grains to remove a 
surface layer of the object. This common concept likely requires a search on the same art 
therefore for efficiency the claim Groups I and II should be searched together. 

The Examiner further requires an election of species at paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 however, 
the Examiner does not indicate what the specific species are within each Group. It is submitted 
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that no further species selection is required or if it is required Requested that Examiner 
specifically delineate what the species are within each claim Group. 

Early allowance of the claims is requested. 
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